pesticides on reproduction is also reviewed; this chapter is especially relevant in view of the known effects of such compounds on various steroidtransforming enzymes and of the phenomenal rise in the use of pesticides in recent years.
The bulk of the volume is concerned rightly with a discussion of various aspects of accessory sex organs, including the secretion of the prostate, the binding of testosterone and its subsequent reduction to 5a-dihydrotestosterone in the prostate, the role of cyclic AMP, phosphoproteins and prostaglandins in androgen action. One chapter contains an especially useful summary diagram which compares the effects at the molecular level of testosterone on the prostate and of cestradiol-l 7/ on the uterus.
This is a book that should be valuable to workers in many disciplines, including those concerned with endocrinology and with the biochemistry and physiology of reproduction. The detailed study of the arteries of the brain has been neglected by anatomists for about a hundred years. This hiatus in knowledge has been beautifully filled by the author, a neuroradiologist. His atlas illustrates the point very well that advances in morphology are still possible The material consisted of 150 brains injected with radio-opaque material. He radiographed thin sections in three planes and also undertook the microradiography of several hundred sections. The production is very lavish. The subject is introduced with an attractive and well illustrated historical section. The technique of arterial injection is then described in some detail, together with the manner of radiography and microradiography. The distribution of the branch arteries is indicated in detail and related to the segments and cortical areas of brain supplied.
It is difficult to single out any particular aspect of the excellence of this classical work. The illustrations, of which there are 120, are superb and are life size or bigger. There is an adequate and up-to-date bibliography and a detailed index of vessels (many of which do not appear in the anatomy books), of gyri, sulci, nuclei and other relevant anatomical structures. This atlas, which is written in both French and English, is an essential tool for neuroradiologists and neuro- The introduction of oral contraceptive preparations gave rise both to moral and to medical controversy. Neurological complications and, in particular, cerebrovascular events have figured prominently amongst the possible complications that were initially suspected as being related to use of 'the pill'. Dr Bickerstaff has throughout had a particular interest in this field. In this short monograph, he collates his own experience and reviews the extensive literature that has accumulated. Apart from cerebrovascular accidents, for which an increased risk is now reasonably well established, the occurrence of chorea in relation to 'the pill', and the influence of oral contraceptives on migraine, epilepsy and a variety of other conditions is discussed. This monograph is a useful addition to the neurological literature. It is perhaps a pity that it was not possible to include a discussion of the difficult and somewhat related problem ofcerebrovascular lesions occurring in relation to pregnancy.
